the Gulf, around Farur (26°15′N, 54°33′E) and Kish (26°29′N, 53°53′E) Islands, in 2000 and 2002, respectively (Rezai et al. 2004 ).
During 2009 coral surveys, some coral lesions were observed for the fi rst time around three Iranian islands (3 4 times for each island in the year). Serpulid worm invasion, along with pink spots (Fig. 1A) and an unusual bleaching pattern (Fig. 1B) on Porites colonies, was observed at Qeshm Island (26°55′N, 56°16′E) in the southeast. It was the prevalent destructive factor; causing large coral mortality (Samimi-Namin et al. 2010) . Moreover, in the south of Qeshm Island, tissue loss on Platygyra daedalea (Fig. 1C) and YBD-like signs on Favites (Fig. 1D) were observed. Pigmentation response (Fig. 1E) on Porites lutea and white syndrome on Acropora colonies (Fig.   1F) were also recorded from Hengam Island (26°37′N, 55°50′E). Furthermore, growth anomalies (GA) on Favia (Fig. 1G) were noted on Larak Island (26°53′N, 56°23′E). GA in a variety of shapes and sizes was the only disease on P. daedalea (Fig. 1H) , occurring on three islands throughout the year. Except for a GA on Favia (Fig. 1G) 
